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ne: Dr, Nichard J. Fickey
Centleren:

‘Je havn rerently received from Nr. Richard J. 1ickey
a &ra¥t research proposal remest for support on A project dealing
with the contribution of air pollution, smolinc, environrental
variahles and constitution to the occurrence of chronic disease
in nan (copy is enclesed). The proinct {s for a period of one
vear and has a budcet of €58,531.00, Ve halieve Dr. Hickey's
vork is important and ve recommend approval of the proposal
to be funded as a O7P fnecial Proiect.

tr. Tickey has recontlyv corpleted a two-year Cpecial
Project concentrating on the cenotype of constituticnal hvpothesis
vith gpecial erphasis on human levels of earboxyheroqlobin.
crpler of Nr. trickey's recent publications werc sent to you
with my letter of October 1, 1975. 1In ‘loverber of 1975, he
presented an {invited paver on the effects of cenetics on carboxy-
heroglobin lavels at the University of Kentucky symposiumr on
carbon monoxide and nicotine, Based on our subsequent CONnvVenss-
tions with some infustry people who attended the symposium,
Dr. Fickey's paper was well received and further work i{n this
area was encouraged, Accordingly, Dr. Rickey proposes to continue
to monitor the scientific literature on CO = CORb and expand
his {ngquiry into the causcs of carboxyhemoglobinemia.
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: Perhaps the wost important part of the proposed project
iz the accumulation of environmental data and its subsequent
Canalysis. DOr. Rickey is now attempting to obtain recent nitrogen
dioxide information from the Environnmental Protection Agency. ..
In this regard, we understand that the NO; data has not been
raleased by the T'PA because o0f internal conflict as to the correct
testing procedure. If the I'PA data remains unavailable, dr,
Hickey is prepared to analyxe gimilar data from California.
These studies will examine both the mutagenic effect of various
air pollutants ané the possible relationship hetween mortality
rates and pollutants such as M0z and 8Ny,

In regard to the prasent research nroposal, you will
notice that nr, Richard C. Clelland {s listed anm a co-principal
investigator. Dr., Clelland is presently Agsoclate Dean of The
¥harton School at the tniversity of Pennsylvania and is highly
reagarded in his field of statistics.

Please let s know of your decision on thin prenosal
at your earliest conveniencs,

4 ’ Eincerelyv,
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